LAST RESORT

Please give a brief history of the band, including current line up.

The band originally formed in 1980 with the first gig at West London's Acklem Hall 4th March 1981.

The current line-up is me (Roi) on vocals, Chris Jones on drums, John Pearce (no relation) on playing bass and Keith Hillyer on guitar.

The band have been back together in this format since 2000. We recorded eight tracks 18 months ago, four old and four new including 'Working Class Kids' and 'Held Hostage' from the Peel & Birdhouse session. Only one of the tracks has been released - 'We're Gonna Get You' was on 'Addicted To Oi!' under Millwall Roi. We have loads of lyrics written and now we are just fitting riffs around the lyrics.

Discography.

The first release was a limited edition cassette single in 1981 (on Cringe Music) with Saxby on vocals and me on bass which featured 'Violence In Our Minds', 'Held Hostage', 'Soul Boys' and a cover of Coventry punk band The Squad 'Eight Pounds a Week'. This later formed part of the tracks on Link Records split with Combat 84.

There were then two tracks on the second oi! album 'Strength Thru Oi!'; - 'Working Class Kids' and 'Johnny Barden'.

I don't believe the next release ever came out on Phonagram as planned. It was due to be a triple sided single with Infa Riot, 4-Skins and Last Resort. The Last Resort track was Violence In Our Minds.

Next up was Carry On Oi! with 'Kings Of The Jungle'. The photos for this were taken outside on the steps of the National History Museum and are being used on the flyers for our forthcoming gig at the Riffleman in Hounslow!

We then appear for the first time as the Warriors on 'Oi! Oi! That's Yer Lot', as Last Resort are no longer about. The track is 'Horror Show'. (On the Punk side).

The Last Resort 'Way Of Life - Skinhead Anthems', first issued on LP by Last Resort Records in 1982. This came out on a few different colours, scarlet being the most common. In the 90's it was rereleased as the first Captain Oi! release. The 11 original tracks have now been joined by four bonus cuts including "King Of The Jungle" from the "Carry On Oi!" LP. Available as a picture disc with an eight-page booklet including lyrics. Captain Oi! also issued this classic release on record in both black and clear vinyl complete with lyric insert.

Arthur Kay' final appearance was appear on was the infamous 'United Skins' where we did 'Wicked Women' under the name Warrior.

I then went onto be with the 4-Skins, releases include 'On The Streets' and 'A Fistfull Of 4 Skins'. Did a couple of releases as the Resort (Resort 1989 and got a track on the Pop Oi! compilation called 'Rubber Jenny') and then went onto the Heavy Metal Outlaws where we recorded 'Sex For Sexism Sake' and '60's Meant Nothing'.

So why reform after all this time? And why choose to do it as the Last Resort rather than he latter day band The Resort? How did you get the current members together?

There was a lot of pressure for us to reform from people like Lol Pryor and Chris Jones our drummer. After a lot of thought, and getting the right mix of people involved we got back together. Originally the plan was to come back just as 'Roi', but it was decided when we played 'Punk & Disorderly' in Berlin last year that it was the name 'Last Resort' that people knew.

Chris and John both played in the Anti Nowhere League in recent years. And Chris also went out to the US with me, when I spent some time out in the States. They also played with Tommy in the Resort back in 89. Keith joined after we were recording. He also played in the Heavy Metal Outlaws along with Steve Whale from the Business. John in Keith were also in a band together in the 90's in the vein of the Chillie Peppers. The band was called Noghy Pighir.

The personnel mix is extremely important and without the right people it would not of happened. We know each others strengths and boslter each other along. What you now have is phenomenal - a wall of sound.
